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KCGO Member Notices

P&K Farm Tender – Farm Manager Role & Application
This role is up for tender.
The tender requirements and application are available from the KCGO
or PCGO Office.
Any enquiries, please contact Dave Paine
Ph 47 83 13 12 or Mobile – 0447 128 312

REMINDER
The KCGO Election Notice has been posted to all members on
Friday, 18th February 2022. Due on the 11th March 2022
Nomination applications available at the KCGO office.
Friday, 25th february 2022

Kalagro Fuel Price
DIESEL - $1.65894 including GST
UNLEADED - $1.68213 including GST
Fuel Delivery Days – Monday, Wednesday & Friday

1. REMINDER** - KCGO MEMBER DISCOUNTED HEALTH
INSURANCE OFFER

2. SRA eNewsletter – Posted 18/2/22

Halfway through February and the calendar is filling with interesting events for members. Be sure to
check the events list for your location and register today.

Team responsive to grower issues
An SRA entomologist has helped a cane grower south of Sarina identify
a pest in his crop, without the need for expensive follow up action. The
grower noticed the tender young leaves of his plant cane were being
eaten and armyworm was found in several paddocks.
Due to recent publicity, the grower was concerned that the pest could
be Fall armyworm (FAW). SRA district staff collected samples and took
photos of the leaf damage to send to SRA entomologist, Dr Pauline
Lenancker (pictured) in Meringa for identification.
“Fortunately, the armyworm turned out to be a common armyworm species, not FAW, and no
spraying was necessary,” said Dr Lenancker. “There are many species of armyworm in the sugar
industry and they often look very much alike. However, not all of them are a threat to yields. If you
suspect fall armyworm and would like a conclusive identification please contact SRA. We welcome
the opportunity to help you.”

Soil test data sought
A new Australian Government program will offer payment to farmers and other land managers
for sharing their historical soil test data. The $21 million program will fund land managers to
contribute to a publicly available database. A tender has been opened seeking service
providers to perform the role of data brokers.

YCS confirmed for some,
not all, yellowing crops
After several reports of sugarcane exhibiting potential yellow
canopy syndrome (YCS) symptoms in the Herbert, SRA
experts, in collaboration with Herbert Cane Productivity
Services Limited, examined several blocks in the region.
Following thorough assessment by SRA Entomology Leader, Dr
Kevin Powell (pictured), some fields were confirmed to exhibit
YCS characteristics, particularly in the Macknade area.
“Although there are some pockets of yellowing in the district,
YCS is by no means widespread and not all the yellowing
observed is characteristic of classic YCS symptoms,” said Dr
Powell. “Some may be remnants of old YCS symptoms, which
the cane appears to be growing out of, and some is due to leaf
deterioration caused by a variety of factors.”

Monitoring plan enacted
Four monitoring sites on paddocks showing typical YCS symptoms
have been established in the Herbert to collect relevant data.
This includes setting up sticky traps and collecting leaf samples
every fortnight until the end of April at sites in the Orient, Burnside,
Macknade, and Blackrock areas.
“This data will be collected and sent to Meringa for further
analysis,” said SRA District Manager Herbert Phil Patane.
“The data will be incorporated with other datasets which are being
collected from the Burdekin, north Queensland and central regions.
YCS remains a productivity constraint and SRA’s targeted
sampling strategy in all districts will assist in better understanding
the cause.”
Updates will occur in the district prior to the start of the 2022 crush.
For more information contact Herbert District Manager Phil Patane.

Department recognises BMP accredited growers
The Queensland Department of Environment and Science (DES) has recognised growers
committed to improved sugarcane farming practices. Growers accredited under the Smartcane
Best Management Practice (BMP) program do not need to pay for an external ‘appropriate
person’ to develop or verify their farm nitrogen and phosphorus budgets before applying
fertiliser.
Since December, growers in the Wet Tropics, Burdekin and Mackay Whitsunday areas have
been required to develop an N and P budget under the Reef regulations. Those who are

accredited under Smartcane BMP already have the relevant qualifications, training, skills and
experience to develop their own N and P budgets.
They will also be the lowest priority for compliance inspections under the regulations.
To begin your journey to Smartcane BMP accreditation visit: www.smartcane.com.au

Farm management tender open
Maintaining the highest levels of cleanliness and hygiene are key
criteria in a farm management contract on offer for an 85 hectare
cane farm in the Burdekin. P&K Farming hosts a 45 ha seed cane
distribution plot and a four ha seed cane mother plot on the
property, on behalf of SRA and Burdekin Productivity Services at
Ayr.
Approved sugar cane varieties bred by Wilmar Sugar and SRA are
treated, propagated and distributed from the plot to Burdekin
growers as clean seed cane.
Cleanliness and hygiene are essential, in line with the high
standard established by SRA’s technical guidelines: Procedures
for the Establishment and Operation of Approved-Seed Plots.
The contract also requires a high standard of performance of normal farming operations in
consultation with P&K Farming.
The Boards of the Pioneer Cane Growers Organisation and the Kalamia Cane Growers Organisation
have called for tenders, which close at 5 pm, Monday 28 February. For more information and to
obtain the tender documents email Lisa Parker, Manager, PCGO.

Upcoming Events
Tully - Nutrient Rate Control Technology grower shed meeting
24 February

Woodford - Identifying sugarcane diseases workshops
1-2 March: experienced advisors and industry
3-4 March: industry newcomers

Burdekin - Farm Economic Analysis Tool (FEAT Online) workshops
10 March and 11 March

Mackay - SIX EASY STEPS® Nutrient Management workshop
15 March

See all event details

3. Biosecurity News – Posted – 18/2/22

February 2022

Serious new dog disease in
Queensland
The tick-borne dog disease ehrlichiosis has
been recently confirmed in a Queensland dog.
It is reported that this dog had not travelled
outside of Queensland, meaning the disease
has likely found its way into our local tick
population.
Erlichiosis can make dogs very sick – and
without treatment can kill them.
It is important you use anti tick products on your
dogs to stop the ticks from biting them and
spreading the disease.
Talk to your veterinarian about the best tick
products to use or if your dog is sick.

Brown marmorated stink bug
border detections – be aware of
pests in imported goods
The Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment and the Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries is responding to a significant
detection of brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB)
at Burleigh Heads on the Gold Coast, and
Hamilton in Brisbane.
Live stink bugs were detected when an importer
at Burleigh Heads was unpacking goods from two
shipping containers in a consignment of five
containers, imported from China.

DAWE biosecurity officers found multiple live, dying and dead stink bugs in another two containers and
observed at least one bug flying off into nearby vegetation.
Following the detection, DAWE traced consignments from the same supplier of goods in China to a
site at Hamilton in Brisbane.
DAWE and DAF have deployed 39 traps at Burleigh Heads and 21 traps at Hamilton, forming a 500m
surveillance zone around each site. DAWE has also surveyed both sites using their Detector Dog
team.
If you suspect you have seen BMSB, whether it’s dead or alive, try to capture the insects in a
container, take a photo and report the location to DAF by phoning 13 25 23 or report online.
Read more about BMSB.
Image credit: David R. Lance

Global avian influenza situation
More than 40 countries in the world have
reported cases of avian influenza (AI) over the
last 6 months.
Poultry owners are being urged to increase
their biosecurity measures and bird enthusiasts
are being encouraged to act if you notice AI
signs.
Signs in birds include coughing, sneezing,
difficulty breathing, swelling of the head, eyes,
comb and wattles, decreased egg production
and high mortality. Contact your veterinarian if
your birds develop any of these signs.
If you suspect AI or notice large numbers of
sick or dead birds including wild birds, contact
the Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline
on 1800 675 888.

Australian Biosecurity
Symposium is coming to
Queensland
The 2nd Australian Biosecurity Symposium is
set to take place from 3-5 May on the Gold
Coast.
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to be a part of
the decade of biosecurity, where delegates will
be turning a moment into a movement!
After more than two-years of virtual meetings,
now is the time to meet face-to-face and
exchange knowledge and ideas across the
biosecurity collective – agriculture, (animals and
plants), pest animals, weeds, wildlife, aquatics,
humans and the environment.

Register here.

Asian honeybees are on the move
Travelling from the area around Cairns,
Daintree, Atherton Tableland, or the Tully area
to other parts of Queensland?
You can help stop the spread of Asian
honeybees!
Asian honeybees occur in parts of north
Queensland, particularly around Cairns, the
Atherton Tableland and south to the Tully area.
You could be spreading the pest to unaffected
areas which could disrupt crop pollination and
carry pests and diseases, which would impact
honey and food production.
Stop the spread by checking your vehicle,
trailer, caravan, or boat for bees before each
trip.
Report any suspect Asian honeybees by calling
13 25 23 or via our online portal.

Are electric ants in your area?
Last month, the restricted zones for electric ants
were updated. Several areas have either been
removed or reduced in size, while others were
added following detection of electric ants.
Visit daf.qld.gov.au/electricantmap for the latest
information.
And please remember that movement controls
are in place in these areas to stop the spread of
this invasive ant.
You can book your free yard check for electric
ants at daf.qld.gov.au/anthunt

Spray drift reminder
We're joining Cotton Australia to remind farmers
to check agricultural chemical labels, track
weather conditions and apply best practice to
minimise spray drift and avoid off-target
damage this spraying season.
Spray drift management strategies reduce the
risk of unintended impacts to neighbours and
the environment and ensure more herbicide
lands where it should, to maximise weed
control.
You can find more detailed information on the
responsible use of agricultural chemicals and
spray drift prevention and reporting.

Having trouble viewing this email? View Online

This email was sent by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries to manager@kalagro.com.au

4. BPS Shed Meetings Notice – Posted – 21/2/22

Good Morning Members,
Shed meetings are kicking off at the end of next week, BPS, Farmacist and SRA will be presenting
on a range of topics including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Productivity Reports for 2021 season
Variety trial data for SRA23 and WSRA17
Sorghum and grass control strategies
Irrigation
Spray efficacy and technology
Fall Army Worm
RSD update

Dates and times are listed below for meetings. Feel free to attend another meeting if you cannot
make your usual shed meeting.
Note that BBQ breakfast or lunch will be provided, to be served at the meeting start time, then kick
off shortly after that.
If you have any questions or other topics you would like discussed, feel free to contact me.
Thanks
Rob
Rob Milla
Manager- Burdekin Productivity Services
0490 036 329
rmilla@bps.net.au

5. P&K Farm – Seed Cane Orders Reminder – Posted – 21/2/22

6. Dale Last MP – eNewsletter – Posted – 23/2/22

Standing with farmers on Reef Regulations
In my time living in regional Queensland and representing the state's largest sugar cane
growing region one thing is for certain, our farmers know that the health of the land
producing food for our nation, is the most valuable asset they have.
It's a key fact, that was at the fore today when debate commenced on a Bill relating to the
Reef Regulations. While debate on the Bill will most not likely not conclude until either the
March or April sittings of parliament, it is important that you know that the LNP introduced
amendments to Labor's Reef Regulations.
What these amendments will mean is that farmers who participate in Best Management
Practices (BMP) or similar accredited program, will be entirely exempt from Labor's
draconian and excessive Reef Regulations.
It's a simple solution and most importantly, it's based on respect and recognition.
The respect the LNP have for you as primary producers, and the recognition that primary
production is just as important as the Reef.
Unlike Labor's Reef Regulations, the LNP's amendments are recognition for the
investment that farmers right across the state and particularly in the Burdekin, have
already made off their own backs. Investments like farmers’ efforts to recycle water,
planting of alternate crops to lock nitrogen in the soil and leaving paddocks fallow.
The reality is you, as primary producers, have kept our state and our nation fed, during
what has been a fearful and confusing time in history, we owe it to you to ensure that state
legislation acknowledges you and your efforts as stewards of the land.
I have always backed our farmers and I will continue to do so going forward.
Thank you for your hard work.
Dale

Here to help
If you or someone you know has an issue that you need help with, please
remember my job is to represent you. I may not always be able to fix the
problem… but rest assured I will always do my best.
If you need assistance, please email burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au or call
1800 817 594.

Located at:
140 Young Street, AYR
Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
8.30am – 4.30pm
Postal Address:
PO Box 597, AYR QLD 4807
Phone:
07 47 83 13 12

Email:
admin@kalagro.com.au
Web:
www.kalagro.com.au
Facebook:
KalamiaCaneGrowersOrgLtd

KCGO PROVIDES PAYROLL SERVICES
Service offered to KCGO Members & Non-Members

• Wages Preparation – Fair Work
ATO & STP Compliancy
• Superannuation
• End of Financial Year Processing
• WorkCover – Premiums
& Claims Assistance

Members
$12.20 (incl GST) per Payslip
Non-members
$14.15 (incl GST) per Payslip

All Clients
Payroll Manager $20.25 (incl GST) End of Financial
Year Processing (per Employee)
Jacki Kratzmann

Service offered to KCGO
Members & Non-Members
Members:
$12.20 (incl GST) per Invoice
Non-members:
$14.15 (incl GST) per Invoice
Postage Charges:
$1.10 per Env.
Delivery Options:
• Invoices emailed
• posted
• KCGO office pickup option

