
 

From Dr Peter Ridd 

This is a major step forward in the battle to stop our universities trampling on academic freedom 

of speech. It means, for example, that if an academic with 30 years’ experience working on the 

Reef believes there is a systemic quality assurance problem with science coming from another 

institution at his university, he can say this and not be fired. It is a no brainer, and it should not 

have needed this legislation. JCU kept on saying free speech was in their DNA – but clearly JCU 

does not understand the concept. 



The new legislation does not affect my legal problems as we are fighting under the laws of 2018. 

But I am delighted none the less. With all the bad news of late on freedom of speech, this is 

worthy of celebration. The Commonwealth government has drawn a line in the sand. 

There are so many I need to thank. Minister Alan Tudge for steering the legislation through the 

final stages, and Minister Dan Tehan for the initial phases. Pauline Hanson and Malcolm Roberts 

were also prime movers. I read the Hansard Senate transcripts from yesterday and there were 

excellent speeches from Senator Rennick, Scarr, Small, Ruston, O’Sullivan, Abetz Henderson 

and others. Then there is George Christensen who has been a stalwart supporter of the cause. Bob 

Katter’s support was also appreciated. 

This is certainly not the end of the fight to reclaim our universities. According to Alan Tudge’s 

press release today, 

https://ministers.dese.gov.au/.../protecting-freedom... 

only half of Australia’s universities are fully, or mostly, aligned with the new code of academic 

freedom proposed by ex-high court judge Robert French.  

And let us not forget that JCU is still fighting its untenable moral position in the High Court. It 

might ultimately manage to prove what it did was legal – at that time. It can never demonstrate it 

was right or proper. Dan Tehan, who introduced this legislation into parliament stated “the legal 

advice that I have is that they wouldn’t have been able to prosecute Peter Ridd if these laws had 

of been in place. Now, that’s the advice that I’ve been given …” 

If JCU wins at the High Court it will be, at best, a pyrrhic victory. JCU will have smashed its 

reputation further by arguing against the spirit of the new legislation, and public expectations.  

If they lose ……… what can I say? 
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