
All the l atest news from SR A  

Click here to view this message in a browser window.  
 

  

 

In this eNewsletter, we congratulate one of SRA's team members for being announced as a finalist in 

the Zanda McDonald Award. We also share a few interesting articles, and remind you about the Ag 

Census and SRA's AGM.  

 

  

     

How Burdekin growers can save on 
energy and irrigation costs 
Are you a Burdekin sugarcane farmer interested in saving 

on energy and irrigation costs by exploring ways to improve 

your farm irrigation systems? 

Details and the Expression of Interest form are available on 

the SRA website. 

 

   

 

  

   

District Manager a finalist in young 
leader awards 
SRA’s District Manager Far North, Gavin Rodman, has 

been named a finalist in the prestigious Zanda McDonald 

Award, which recognises future young leaders working in 

agriculture. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Gavin is among eight finalists from across Australasia – four from Australia and four from New 

Zealand – selected for their passion for agriculture, strong leadership skills, and contribution across 

primary industries.  

https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct0_0/1/ms?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct1_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct2_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis


Gavin sees this as a great opportunity to engage in proactive interactions with leaders and mentors 

from diverse agricultural industries.  

“Building connections in other industries and understanding their challenges and solutions can only 

be of benefit when trying to tackle some of our own challenges”, he said.  

Two winners will be announced in November, one from Australia and one from New Zealand. 

Good luck Gavin! 

 

   

 

  

   

     

Understanding the national cost 
of pest plants and animals 
Find out about the economic costs of invasive 

species in this short article from CSIRO. 

  

 

 

  

   

Why Australia was not wet during last spring despite LaNina 
If you are quite familiar with the drivers of our weather, you might find this article in Nature 

interesting – just be warned, you have to know your Ocean Indian Dipole from your ENSO. 

Scientific Reports (nature.com) 

If you are not familiar with the drivers of weather, maybe start with the Climate Dogs Climate 

Kelpie 

The Forewarned is Forearmed project, is co-funded by SRA and other RDCs, the Managing 

Climate Variability R&D program, the Department of Agriculture and Water’s Rural R&D for 

Profit Program and the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

 

  

 

  

   

https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct4_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct5_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct6_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct6_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct3_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis


Harvest loss trials and decision 
support tool demonstration 
Harvest loss trials and a demonstration of the 

harvest decision support tool took place in 

August. Thanks to Mackay Sugar for the drone 

footage which we have used to create a short 

video explaining the trials and the demonstration. 

  

  

 

  

 

Another harvest loss demonstration in conjunction with Mackay Sugar and MAPS will be taking place 

in the Central District next week.  

Details of the upcoming demonstration trials are available on our website. 

 

  

   

     

Reminder to complete the Agricultural Census 
There’s still time to fill in your Agricultural Census form online or via paper 

form.  

 

  

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) contacted farmers across Australia in July to ask about 

their agricultural production, land and water use over 2020-21.  

Many farmers have already responded and commented that the survey was quick and easy to 

complete. Information from the Agricultural Census is used to better understand and support 

communities and the agriculture industry into the future.  

Further information about the Agricultural Census can be found on the Australian Bureau of Statistics 

website. 

   

 

  

   

Round 2 of the Business Basics Grants Program is open 
This competitive grant program provides support to small businesses based in regional 

Queensland to increase core skills and adopt best practice.  

Payments of $5,000 are available for eligible activities.  

The program does not have a fixed closing date but is expected to close soon. 

Check the Business Queensland website for more details.  

 

  

https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct8_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct9_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct9_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
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Do you have a copy of the 2018 SRA 
Australian Sugarcane Nutrition Manual? 
If you do, there is minor correction to be made on page 60. 

See the details of the correction here. 

  

  

 

 

  

   

SRA’s AGM taking place on Thursday 21 October 
This year’s AGM will be a hybrid event taking place online and in person at 50 Meiers Rd, 

Indooroopilly on Thursday 21 October. 

Members of SRA should have received their Notice of Meeting, proxy forms and instructions for 

joining the online meeting. 

If you are not able to attend the AGM but would like to appoint a proxy to attend on your behalf at the 

meeting (e.g. the SRA Chairman or someone else), please note that we must receive your duly 

completed Proxy Form by no later than 2.00pm (Queensland time) on Tuesday, 19 October 2021. 

Guests are welcome to attend the meeting, either in person or online. Instructions for joining online 

are in the AGM Meeting Guide on the SRA website. 

   

 

  

   

Events 
Mackay harvesting demonstration trials -  Wednesday 6 Oct, 7:30am and Thursday 7 Oct, 

10:00am 

Webinar: Screening for disease resistance and SRA's improved disease rating system - 

Thursday 7 Oct, 9:00am 

   

 

  

   

https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-02bf-2110/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0167/l-dyn-ldc-0167:28b/ct11_0/1/lij?sid=TV2%3A3VBdGnEis
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